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THE BEISTOL MINT.

No coins, either of gold or silver, appear to have been
struck at this mint until the rose had given place to the
sun as the chief mint-mark, or, if there were any such,
they have not so far been discovered. Groats are found
with the rose as the reverse mint-mark, but having the
sun on the obverse. Byals and half-ryals are also found
having both the rose and the sun on the reverse, the
latter occupying the chief position.

THE COVENTRY MINT.

As in the case of Bristol, no ryals or half-ryals appear
to be known with the rose alone as a mint-mark, although
it is found in conjunction with the sun on examples of
both. In silver I have seen a groat with the rose as
mint-mark both upon the obverse and reverse, but it had
every appearance of being struck from locally made dies.
It was of fine silver and apparently of proper weight, so
that I think there could be no question as to its being a
lawful coin. I have also in niy own collection a contem-
porary forgery in base metal of a Coventry groat which
has the rose mint-mark on both sides, showing that it
must have been copied from legally issued coins in
circulation. My own opinion is that no London-made
dies were actually sent to any of the newly established
provincial mints nntil the rose had given place to the
sun as the cJiief mint-mark. This is in fact only what
might be expected, as it is pretty certain that even at
the London Mint the rose did not remain in use very
long after the great re-coinage was undertaken. It was,